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??INTRODUCTION

Life Isn’t Fair

ON OCTOBER 22, 2012, a low-pressure 
system formed in the southwestern Caribbean Sea 
just north of Panama. By the end of the day, the 
storm was upgraded to tropical storm status and 
was growing in intensity. Hurricane Sandy hit Cu-
ba’s shore on October 25, with sustained winds of 
115 miles per hour. Classified as a category three 
hurricane, waves were recorded in excess of twen-
ty-nine feet. When it departed Cuba’s shores, it left 
behind more than $2 billion in damages and the 
loss of eleven souls. 

The storm weakened in intensity, but even 
though the wind speed dropped it down into 
tropical storm status, the storm itself had grown 
in size. The National Hurricane Center later listed 
it as the largest hurricane to have ever formed in 
the Atlantic, having achieved a diameter of greater 
than one thousand miles—roughly three times the 
area of the state of Texas. 

Because of its immense size, meteorologists 
came up with the nickname Frankenstorm, but it 
became more commonly known as Super Storm 
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Sandy. Sandy’s sheer mass led to record-breaking 
storm tides along the East Coast, with New York 
recording tides of 13.9 feet, almost four feet higher 
than the previous record set back in 1960 by Hur-
ricane Donna. One buoy off the coast of New 
York recorded a wave height of 32.5 feet, the larg-
est there since records had been kept, and 6.5 feet 
higher than the previous record set by Hurricane 
Irene in 2011. 

Simply put, it was a massive storm.
Sandy made landfall in New Jersey on the 

evening of October 29 and wreaked havoc over 
the northeastern United States for the next two 
days. Areas suffered flooding and a loss of gas 
and electricity. Gas rationing was instituted, and 
schools, airports, and hospitals were closed for 
days. It is estimated to have caused over $50 billion 
in damages, second only to Hurricane Katrina, 
with at least 147 American souls losing their lives. 

In New Jersey, Richard and Elizabeth Everett 
were trying to make it home from their horse 
ranch with their two sons, Theo, fourteen, and 
Pierce, eleven, before the worst of the storm came 
on shore. They got as far as Mendham Township 
when a one-hundred-foot-tall, three-foot-wide tree 
was blown over onto the front of their truck cab, 
killing both parents instantly; the two boys sitting 
in the back seat escaped with only minor injuries. 

The Everett’s also had two daughters who were 
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not with them in the truck: seventeen-year-old Talia, 
and nineteen-year-old Zoe, who was beginning 
the adventure of her life as a freshman at Rutgers 
University forty miles away. On October 29, at 
eleven o’clock at night while studying for exams, 
Zoe received a phone call from her uncle that would 
forever change her life: both of her parents had been 
killed. Without hesitation she immediately left the 
college and battled through the storm to get back 
home to be with her younger siblings. Days later 
she announced she would abandon her hopes and 
dreams of college and would be leaving Rutgers to 
care for Talia, Theo, and Pierce. The Wish Upon a 
Hero website posted this statement about Zoe:

She [Zoe] said she now has, “two goals: 
caring for and being guardian of my 
three younger siblings and keeping my 
family in the house we grew up in.” 
Everett said after Hurricane Sandy, “I 
was no longer your typical nineteen-
year-old. A moment in time, a second 
of bad luck, changed my life and my 
siblings’ lives forever. I love them more 
than they could ever fathom and I am 
ready and willing to put any amount 
of weight on my shoulders to lessen 
the load on theirs. They are children 
who deserve to be kids and enjoy the 
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life they have lying before them. I am 
going to be strong for them. I am go-
ing to be wise. I am going to be pa-
tient.”1

 
There was a huge outpouring of financial sup-

port from their community and well beyond, but 
no amount of money would change their situation: 
their parents were still gone, and Zoe was the only 
adult left to care for their family. 

After reading about her situation and her in-
credibly courageous and selfless decision, I reflected 
on the cards that life had dealt Zoe and her family, 
and thought, That isn’t fair.

Her attitude was certainly admirable, but didn’t 
Zoe also deserve to be a college kid as much as her 
siblings deserved to just be kids?

To me, being fair is central to who I am. Several 
years ago, I took the profile test offered through the 
book Strength Finder 2 and discovered my number 
one theme or strength is consistency. The results 
defined consistency this way:

Balance is important to you. You are 
keenly aware of the need to treat peo-
ple the same, no matter what their 
station in life, so you do not want to 
see the scales tipped too far in any one 
person’s favor. This is truly offensive 
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to you. You see yourself as a guardian 
against it. In direct contrast to this 
world of special favors, you believe 
that people function best in a con-
sistent environment where the rules 
are clear and are applied to everyone 
equally. This is an environment where 
people know what is expected. It is 
predictable and evenhanded. It is fair. 
Here each person has an even chance 
to show his or her worth.3

This explains why I find inconsistency or 
unfairness, especially to the extent dealt to the 
Everett family, and specifically to Zoe, to be 
offensive. My wife and I have frequently tried to 
prepare our children for life by teaching them that 
life isn’t fair. But the immensity of Zoe’s required 
sacrifice in the face of losing both parents seems 
extraordinarily cruel to me. It is all more than what 
one young woman alone should have to bear.

While we know by experience that life isn’t fair, 
I believe there are institutions in our society that we 
have come to trust to be fair. Certainly, our justice 
system, which relies on our Constitution and the 
laws passed by our legislatures, believes itself to 
be fair. In almost every court of law in the United 
States, there is a statue of Lady Justice: 
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Figure 1: Lady Justice4

Lady Justice is more recognizable worldwide 
than the Statue of Liberty, as almost every court-
house on all seven continents exhibits her image. 
Her three main symbols are the blindfold, the 
sword, and the scales. These elements represent the 
fair and impartial administration of justice without 
influence by wealth, politics, popularity, greed, or 
corruption. 

I think Christians in the North American 
church also believe themselves to be fair. Through-
out history the church has been involved in many 
of the challenges facing society during its day. Very 
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often the church has been a force for good, as its 
involvement has been central to the founding of 
many schools, hospitals, orphanages, and homeless 
shelters. It has also involved itself in moral issues, 
such as slavery, prohibition, abortion, and human 
trafficking. While abortion and human trafficking 
are still on the church’s radar, it seems that the ho-
mosexual agenda and its attack on traditional, bib-
lical family values is getting a considerable amount 
of our focus today.

I said our focus, as I count myself as part of the 
body of Christ, and, therefore, the church. In the 
year 2000, I was one who pushed back against the 
homosexual agenda with my involvement in the 
campaign for California’s Proposition 22, known 
as the California Defense of Marriage Act, which 
simply stated: “Only marriage between a man and 
a woman is valid or recognized in California.”5

Although the proposition passed easily with 
over 61 percent of the vote, there were many legal 
challenges to it, and it was repealed fifteen years 
later on January 1, 2015. 

So, what happened?
You might remember in 1994, female comedian 

Ellen DeGeneres was the star of the sitcom Ellen. 
The show continued to grow in popularity and 
reached its height of success in 1997, the same 
year Ellen DeGeneres came out in an interview 
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with Oprah Winfrey as being gay. Then in a two-
part episode on the Ellen show, her character also 
came out as being gay. In response to Ellen and 
her character coming out, Jerry Falwell, a voice of 
the church at that time, referred to Ms. DeGeneres 
as “Ellen Degenerate.” The show was canceled in 
1998, presumably because of falling ratings due to 
the change in character and content in presenting 
a show centered on the first, openly homosexual 
character. 

In 1998, society voted with its viewing choices. 
Just five years later, in 2003, Ellen DeGeneres 

debuted on the television talk show The Ellen 
DeGeneres Show. At the time of this writing, Ms. 
DeGeneres has won twenty-nine Daytime Emmy 
Awards, twenty-one People’s Choice Awards, and 
nine Teen Choice Awards for her work on the show. 

In the last two decades, gay and lesbian relationships 
on television have become more mainstream, and 
celebrity-based homosexual relationships are more 
acceptable, certainly more than when Ellen was canceled 
in 1998 and when Proposition 22 was passed in 2000. 

But how has the church responded to this so-
cietal reversal and the cultural war being waged? 
While continuing to be embroiled in the battle for 
traditional family values against the homosexual 
lifestyle, the church uses the Word of God as its 
standard to confront this sin. Utilizing the Bible as 
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the plumb line, I believe the church makes every 
effort to resolve issues fairly, knowing their actions 
are often viewed by the world as representing the 
heart of God. In other words, what the world often 
believes about God is based upon what they see in 
the actions of the church. Whether the church is 
representing God to the world in an accurate, bib-
lical, and loving way on this issue is another story. 

The question I have is this: Is the church being 
fair? 

I believe for far too long the church has addressed 
this very complicated subject one-dimensionally. 
To identify homosexuality as sin, which it is, and 
then base our response on this single issue is wrong 
because it ignores the more important truths of 
Christianity revealed to us through the life of Jesus. 

That’s what this book is all about.
 

Food for Thought:

1. The church has had some successes and failures 
in confronting the issues of the world. What 
has been your experience with the church be-
ing fair and unfair?

2. Has the church gone too far or not far enough 
when addressing the issues of the homosexual 
community? What could it do differently?





??ONE

The Bible, the Church,  

and Moral Issues

All Scripture is inspired by God and is 
useful to teach us what is true and to 
make us realize what is wrong in our 
lives. It corrects us when we are wrong 
and teaches us to do what is right. God 
uses it to prepare and equip his people to 

do every good work.  
2 Timothy 3:16–17 nlt

IN PAUL’S SECOND LETTER to Timothy, 
Paul explained to him that the writings in the 
Bible should be his standard for teaching people 
about the good news of Jesus Christ, and the basis 
for interpreting the events of the day.

Arguably most North American evangelical 
Christian churches would say the Bible is the foun-
dation for their beliefs and blueprint for living. Be-
cause of this conviction, the church has involved 
itself in the moral issues challenging traditional 
Judeo-Christian values throughout history. Some-
times its involvement has been right on track; how-
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ever, other times it missed the mark—the Crusades 
and Salem witch trials are obvious examples of this. 
Let’s look at some more recent examples that have 
occurred over the last few hundred years.

Slavery

Although divided, some prominent North 
American church leaders spoke out against slavery. 
In 1774, John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, 
referred to slavery as “the sum of all villainies.”6 
Charles Finney, a Presbyterian minister, believed 
slavery to be a moral sin. In his memoirs, he wrote 
of his attitude toward slavery during the early 
1800s: “I had made up my mind on the question 
of slavery, and was exceedingly anxious to arouse 
public attention to the subject. In my prayers 
and preaching, I so often alluded to slavery, and 
denounced it.”7

Finney firmly believed anyone who supported 
slavery after being enlightened on the subject 
would invite “the greatest guilt”8 upon them. 

Biblically speaking, the Bible gives guidelines 
for slaves and slave owners, but does not come out 
against the practice of slavery. However, the cru-
elty exercised over many of the slaves in the United 
States and United Kingdom, and the growing idea 
that slaves were not property but human beings 
and, therefore, deserved the rights of freedom and 
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liberty—biblically based concepts—were probably 
the driving forces behind the abolitionist move-
ment of the church. 

Prohibition

Although, again divided, some denominations 
were the early leaders of the temperance movement 
of the 1800s and early 1900s. Their support of Pro-
hibition was certainly tied to Paul’s admonition to 
the church in Ephesus when he wrote, “Do not get 
drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, 
be filled with the Spirit” (Ephesians 5:18 niv). 

However, the Bible itself does not specifically 
teach abstinence from alcoholic beverages; in fact, 
it permits the consumption of wine and strong 
drink during the celebration of bringing in the sec-
ond tithe found in Deuteronomy. “You may spend 
the money for whatever your  heart desires: for 
oxen, or sheep, or wine, or strong drink, or what-
ever your heart desires; and there you shall eat in 
the presence of the Lord your God and rejoice, you 
and your household” (Deuteronomy 14:26 nasb). 

During the Last Supper with His disciples, Jesus 
even used wine as a symbol of the new covenant for 
His blood that was to be shed on the cross:

Then he took a cup, and when he 
had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
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saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 
This is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will 
not drink from this fruit of the vine 
from now on until that day when I 
drink it new with you in my Father’s 
kingdom.” (Matthew 26:27–29 niv) 

Although no clear denunciation can be found 
in the Bible, I’m sure a strong motivation for some 
denominations to press toward temperance was the 
social ills tied to alcoholism. This was evident in 
the early 1800s and the advent of the Industrial 
Revolution, which brought increased drunkenness 
that resulted in poverty, unemployment, crime, 
and the destruction of the family. 

Abortion

On January 22, 1973, abortion was legalized 
in the United States by the Supreme Court. While 
there is no clear mandate in the Bible prohibiting 
abortion, the Bible, of course, speaks strongly 
against murder. Divisions within the church 
continue on the issue of abortion, however most 
evangelical Christians would say they embrace the 
sanctity of human life, and believe life begins at 
conception, often using a verse from Psalms to 
support this belief:
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You made all the delicate, inner parts 
of my body and knit me together in 
my mother’s womb. Thank you for 
making me so wonderfully complex! 
Your workmanship is marvelous—
how well I know it. You watched me 
as I was being formed in utter seclu-
sion, as I was woven together in the 
dark of the womb. You saw me before 
I was born. Every day of my life was 
recorded in your book. Every moment 
was laid out before a single day had 
passed. (Psalm 139:13–16) 

Since the Bible expresses that an unborn child 
is a human life, abortion is considered murder. The 
Bible also instructs Christians to be a voice for the 
voiceless and to protect the vulnerable:

 
Speak up for those who cannot speak 
for themselves, for the rights of all 
who are destitute. Speak up and judge 
fairly; defend the rights of the poor 
and needy. (Proverbs 31:8–9 niv) 

Enough! You’ve corrupted justice long 
enough, you’ve let the wicked get away 
with murder. You’re here to defend 
the defenseless, to make sure that 
underdogs get a fair break; Your job 
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is to stand up for the powerless, and 
prosecute all those who exploit them. 
(Psalm 82:2–4 msg) 

These verses and others like these prompt the 
church to be involved in bringing an end to the 
legal practice of abortion.

Homosexuality

While abortion has continued to be an issue 
within the church, the issue of homosexuality has 
grown increasingly prevalent in the last few decades. 
In contrast to the other social issues listed above, the 
Bible speaks more clearly and specifically against 
homosexuality than any other. Let me give you six 
biblical references: three from the Old Testament 
and three from the New Testament:

Old Testament

The first of these passages concerns Lot and the 
two male visitors, or angels, he received in Sodom:

But before they retired for the night, 
all the men of Sodom, young and 
old, came from all over the city and 
surrounded the house.  They shouted 
to Lot, “Where are the men who came 
to spend the night with you? Bring 
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them out to us so we can have sex with 
them!” So Lot stepped outside to talk 
to them, shutting the door behind 
him. “Please, my brothers,” he begged, 
“don’t do such a wicked thing. Look, 
I have two virgin daughters. Let me 
bring them out to you, and you can 
do with them as you wish. But please, 
leave these men alone, for they are my 
guests and are under my protection.” 
“Stand back!” they shouted. “This 
fellow came to town as an outsider, and 
now he’s acting like our judge! We’ll 
treat you far worse than those other 
men!” And they lunged toward Lot 
to break down the door. But the two 
angels reached out, pulled Lot into the 
house, and bolted the door. Then they 
blinded all the men, young and old, 
who were at the door of the house, 
so they gave up trying to get inside. 
(Genesis 19:4–11) 

Do not practice homosexuality, having 
sex with another man as with a woman. 
It is a detestable sin. (Leviticus 18:22 
niv) 

If a man practices homosexuality, having 
sex with another man as with a woman, 
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both men have committed a detestable 
act. They must both be put to death, 
for they are guilty of a capital offense. 
(Leviticus 20:13 niv) 

New Testament

But God shows his anger from heaven 
against all sinful, wicked people who 
suppress the truth by their wickedness. 
That is why God abandoned them 
to their shameful desires. Even the 
women turned against the natural way 
to have sex and instead indulged in sex 
with each other. And the men, instead 
of having normal sexual relations with 
women, burned with lust for each 
other. Men did shameful things with 
other men, and as a result of this sin, 
they suffered within themselves the 
penalty they deserved. (Romans 1:18, 
26–27) 

Don’t you realize that those who do 
wrong will not inherit the Kingdom 
of God? Don’t fool yourselves. Those 
who indulge in sexual sin, or who wor-
ship idols, or commit adultery, or are 
male prostitutes, or practice homosex-
uality, or are thieves, or greedy people, 
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or drunkards, or are abusive, or cheat 
people—none of these will inherit 
the Kingdom of God. (1 Corinthians 
6:9–10) 

We know that the law is good when 
used correctly. For the law was not 
intended for people who do what is 
right. It is for people who are lawless 
and rebellious, who are ungodly and 
sinful, who consider nothing sacred 
and defile what is holy, who kill their 
father or mother or commit other 
murders. The law is for people who are 
sexually immoral, or who practice ho-
mosexuality, or are slave traders, liars, 
promise breakers, or who do anything 
else that contradicts the wholesome 
teaching that comes from the glorious 
Good News entrusted to me by our 
blessed God. (1 Timothy 1:8–11) 

The church took a moral stand to confront and 
bring about an end to slavery, the sale of alcohol, 
and abortion. What is the church trying to accom-
plish over the societal issue of homosexuality? The 
Bible is clear that practicing homosexuality is a sin, 
but how should that fact define our approach to 
the people in the LGBTQ community? 
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Are we having a positive impact on them? Are 
we building bridges, or walls? 

Food for Thought:

1. What do you think of the moral issues the 
church has chosen to confront throughout his-
tory? 

2. Would you describe the church’s approach to 
the homosexual as a success or a failure? Why?


